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Skeena Sockeye 

Conservation Units
Map courtesy of Skeena Fisheries 

Commission

1. Johnston

2. Alastair

3. Lakelse

4. Kisumkalum

5. McDonnell

6. Dennis

7. Aldrich

8. Kitwanga

9. Stephens

10. Club

11. Swan

12. Sicintine

13. Slamgeesh
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16. Bear

17. Azuklotz

18. Asitka

19. Sustut

20. Spawning

21. Johanson

22. Kluayaz

23. Kluatantan

24. Morice

25. Atna

26. Bulkley

27. Maxan

28. Babine

29. Morrison



Snapshot of Current Status

of Skeena Sockeye Stocks
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(Most are assumed to 
be overfished to some 

degree)

Current Status of Skeena Watershed's
30 Sockeye (Lake Type) Conservation Units

(SWCT, 2008)

The X-axis represents the exploitation rate 

that  the Independent Science Report  stated 

would allow for the preservation (not 

rebuilding to allow for FN access, etc.) of 

depressed Skeena sockeye stocks. This 

graph shows that  stocks such as Kitwanga 

have been exploited ïon average - in excess 

of 135% of the recommended minimum rate 

since 1982.
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Exploitation Rate

(ISRP Recommendation is 30-40%: chart uses 35%) 

Wild Babine Coastal CU's Below Kasiks Kitsum- Kalum

Mid-Skeena Below Fiddler Kitwanga Lake Bulkley/ Morice Hazelton to Low. babine

Morrison (Babine) Upper Sk Bel Sustut Upper Sk. Bear Upper Sk  & Sustut



First Management Era: 3,000 BC to 1877
Pictures courtesy of Allen Gottesfeld



Å Skeena First Nations harvested salmon at 
relatively high harvest rates for at least 5,000 
years. 

Å Archeologists and traditional FN history indicate 
that First Nationôs population was limited by salmon 
abundance. FNôs would have tended to fish to the 
sustainable limits of salmon populations in the 
areas where they lived.

Å This means that at a time when a small village 
called Rome was being founded there was a 
sustainable fisheries management strategy in 
place in the Skeena.



Robust design and construction would have prevented fish passage 

unless there was a management process that allowed for 

escapements
Pictures courtesy of Ken Rabnett and Allen Gottesfeld

 


