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Skeena Sockeye
Conservation Units
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Snapshot of Current Status
of Skeena Sockeye Stocks

Current Status of Skeena Watershed's
30 Sockeye (Lake Type) Conservation Units
(SWCT, 2008) Insufficient
- FEscapement
Data, 17
(Most are assumed to

beoverfished to some
degree)

Concern, 6

Serious
Concern, 5

No Concern, 2

The X-axis represents the exploitation rate
that the Independent Science Report stated
would allow for the preservation (not
rebuilding to allow for FN access, etc.) of
depressed Skeena sockeye stocks. This
graph shows that stocks such as Kitwanga
have been exploited i on average - in excess
of 135% of the recommended minimum rate
since 1982.

Percentage Difference from ISRP Target Aggregate

Exploitation Rate
(ISRP Recommendationis 30-40%: chart uses 35%)
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First Management Era: 3,000 BC.to 1877

Pictures courtesy of Allen Gottesfeld



Skeena First Nations harvested salmon at
relatively high harvest rates for at least 5,000
years.

Archeologists and traditional FN history indicate

t hat FiI r st Na wasbmteddy splogm u |
abundance. FNOs woul d hay
sustainable limits of salmon populations in the

areas where they lived.

This means that at a time when a small village
called Rome was being founded there was a
sustainable fisheries management strategy in
place in the Skeena.




Robust design and construction would have prevented fish passage
unless there was a management process that allowed for

escapements :
Pictlires courtesy of Ken Rabnett and Allen Gottesfeld D oy =™ =
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