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A Note From the Executive Director
2020 is turning out to be a story of adversity and resilience and as it comes to an end we are seeing hope on the horizon. Our
challenges have forced our communities to find opportunities in our difficulties. We are learning to work together in more coordinated ways, strengthening our ingenuity and resolve.
Looking to the Skeena and its salmon, I am inspired by their resilience. Salmon are struggling under the effects of climate change
more than ever, but they are also adapting. Populations are utilizing new habitats and changing how they use them. Some appear
to be becoming more productive, while others struggle.
We know that our salmon can thrive if we just give them a chance. This is at the heart of SkeenaWild’s work.
Portrait: Aaron Whitfield

Our team is undertaking science and research to better understand how Skeena salmon have changed through time, giving us insight into their resilience and adaptability. We are helping develop and implement rebuilding plans for at risk sockeye populations,
advocating for fishing plans that protect weak stocks, improving in-season fisheries management, and working to understand and reduce Alaskan interceptions of our salmon.
SkeenaWild is increasing our efforts supporting indigenous led land and marine use planning that protect salmon habitats. We are supporting forestry and mining practices that
keep our rivers clean and demanding updated practices where we’re seeing unacceptable impacts.
We are delivering education on the biology and importance of our salmon into local schools. We are informing the public on climate change and adaptation, fishing and industrial
impacts and solutions.
While we know the future will not resemble the past, our hope is that communities come together to find solutions and take actions that give salmon a chance. It’s your support
that empowers us to keep this unique and magical region alive and well. Together, we’re stronger. Thank you for your continued support.
Stay safe and healthy.

Greg Knox, Executive Director
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The Skeena is one of North America’s last remaining intact watersheds,
where there is more than $100 billion in
industrial projects proposed. To avoid
the fate of other systems which have
been dammed, polluted, over-fished
and paved over, we are working on
comprehensive strategies to assess cumulative effects and develop regional
planning initiatives which protect our
wild salmon ecosystems and the communities who depend on them.

THE SKEENA WATERSHED
A RARE & UNIQUE PLACE
The Skeena Watershed is a spectacularly diverse
landscape providing a range of rich habitats for
plants, wildlife & fish.

CONNECTED COMMUNITIES
People throughout the watershed depend on salmon for food, economy, culture & recreation.

AN ECONOMY WORTH PROTECTING
Salmon and steelhead generate $100 million per
year to the economy, supporting sport fishing and
one of Canada’s largest commercial fisheries.
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WHAT WE DO

A WATERSHED APPROACH

FOCUS ON LONG-TERM SOLUTIONS

Formed in 2007, SkeenaWild Conservation Trust is dedicated to making the Skeena River and nearby coastal communities a global model of sustainability where large human
and salmon populations coexist.

Protecting Habitat: We work with communities and all levels of
government to increase understanding of impacts from existing
and proposed industrial development, improve proposed projects,
provide solutions and inform strategies to mitigate and avoid impacts and support sustainable, community-led land use planning.

Salmon are the backbone of the diverse cultures, economy
and ecosystem in the region. Protecting this iconic species is
fundamental to maintaining and building a healthy watershed and local communities.

Science and Research: We conduct and sponsor science and research on relevant ecological, economic and social issues. We catalyze and support planning processes which advocate for ecologic, economic and social sustainability and resiliency.

Our regionally-based organization is focused on the effective use of science, laws and convening to empower communities to protect and strengthen salmon, improve management and deepen people’s connection with wild salmon.

Improved Fisheries Management: We collaborate with First Nations, the Department of Fisheries & Ocean, harvesters and conservation partners to reduce impacts on small vulnerable stocks,
and develop and implement rebuilding plans.

Our approach is based on research, science and community input. It’s simple, we support responsible development,
whether it be mining, forestry, fisheries, or energy, that does
not put salmon and communities at risk.

Connecting People and Place: SkeenaWild has a profound relationship to this place and this place has a profound relationship
with salmon. Our job is to protect and defend those relationships.
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SKEENA FISHERIES

PACIFIC SALMON
COMMISSION
Due to climate change, our
sockeye have been returning
later in recent years. This has
resulted in greater interceptions of Skeena & Nass sockeye in Southeast Alaskan pink
and chum fisheries. SkeenaWild participates in the Pacific
Salmon Treaty Northern Panel,
pushing for reduced interceptions and better monitoring.
A new treaty has been signed
that commits Alaska to reduce
harvest of Skeena and Nass
sockeye during years of low returns. It also commits DFO to
undertake a review of escapement (spawning) goals for
Skeena and Nass sockeye, a review of coho catch and escapement, and a review of SE Alaskan pink fisheries. SkeenaWild
is providing input to this work.
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HARVESTING
We provide input into the North Coast Salmon Fishing Plan, and participate in weekly calls with DFO during the fishing season
, providing feedback on fishing activity and monitoring the health of salmon returns. We’re working with our partners to ensure
DFO is integrating more ecosystem and climate change information into decision-making, and implementing rebuilding plans for
salmon populations in the red zone.

HATCHERIES
Five billion hatchery salmon are released into the ocean each year. Currently, 40% of salmon in the ocean are from hatcheries.
Hatchery salmon compete with wild salmon for limited food. Wild salmon get caught as bycatch in fisheries targeting hatchery
salmon.
As the crisis with declining salmon becomes more severe and widespread, governments and fishing interests are looking to hatcheries as a quick fix. Increasing climate impacts will make matters worse, leaving us increasingly vulnerable to calls to spend limited
resources on fish propagation. Recognizing this problem, SkeenaWild has been working with a coalition from BC, Washington and
Oregon to educate governments and the public on hatchery impacts to wild salmon.
As part of this work, we are releasing videos, infographics, and reports showing the impacts of hatcheries on wild salmon. We are
pushing the provincial and federal governments to be cautious in promoting hatcheries. We’re also working with Pacific Salmon
Foundation to ensure their hatchery review work (commissioned by the BC government) looks at impacts to wild salmon.
Watch this video
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WEBINAR SERIES
With Covid, most of our outreach and
events went online in the form of zoom
webinars and facebook events.

North Coast Salmon forecast:
In early May we presented and had a
community discussion about the forecasted salmon returns for the coming
season, fisheries planning and potential scenarios. Watch here.
Salmon, Climate change & what
you can do: In late May we presented and had a community discussion
about the impacts of climate change
on North Coast salmon and how we
can change our management and personal approaches to adapt to these
challenges. Watch here.
Salmon Century Project: In early
June, Science Director Mike Price presented his PhD research on historical
abundances, shifts in productivity, climate change influences, and how this
information can help us understand,
protect and rebuild salmon populations in the Skeena. Watch here.
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
Traditional Indigenous Commercial Fisheries
SkeenaWild continues to support the Lake Babine
Nation, Gitxsan and Gitanyow in developing selective fisheries. We also continue to support Lake
Babine Nation in implementing their stock assessment program. Increased assessment is allowing the
value of the fishery to increase through improved
precision, better timing and increased production.
Catch Reporting and Compliance Monitoring
In collaboration with our Marine Conservation Caucus partners, we are advancing scientific
knowledge of long term mortality estimates for bycatch released from fisheries. We are working with
DFO to ensure total mortality estimates are integrated in fishery management plans and recovery
planning.
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Innovative Fishing Opportunities
SkeenaWild is supporting First Nations in the Commercial Salmon Allocation Framework process
(CSAF). The objective of the CSAF is to create new
fisheries by increasing flexibility in how all citizen
and First Nation commercial shares are exercised.
This will create new opportunities for small, locally
based, sustainable fisheries. This initiative promises
to provide significant benefits to northern coastal
communities.

SCIENCE & RESEARCH
REBUILDING PLANS
The new Fisheries Act requires rebuilding plans for at risk salmon populations (red zone). DFO
has committed funding to assist with rebuilding plan implementation.
Morice sockeye: SkeenaWild assisted the Wet’suwet’en in partnership with DFO in developing
a rebuilding plan for Morice sockeye. An implementation plan is in development and a substantial funding proposal has been submitted to BC Salmon Restoration & Innovation Fund to help
sockeye recovery on behalf of the Wet’suwet’en.
Wild Babine sockeye: We are assisting Lake Babine Nation in developing a rebuilding plan for
wild Babine sockeye.
Bear and Kispiox sockeye: We are supporting The Gitxsan Watershed Authority in developing
rebuilding plans for Bear and Kispiox sockeye. Conservation plan development for Swan Lake
sockeye (Kispiox) is underway.

ENVIRONMENTAL DNA
SkeenaWild Initiated an eDNA research program this summer supported by the Morice Water Monitoring Trust that involved sampling locations throughout the Upper Bulkley & Morice
where sockeye are know to have been in the past. The status of these populations is currently
unknown (due to a lack of monitoring effort). This project is helping us understand current sockeye distribution. Samples are now at the eDNA lab at the University of Victoria.
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SKEENA SOCKEYE CENTURY PROJECT
SkeenaWild Science Director Michael Price is nearing completion of the final chapter of his
PhD at Simon Fraser University. This chapter details the loss in abundance and diversity
of wild Skeena sockeye populations over the last century. Abundance has declined significantly due to harvest, habitat, enhahncement and climate change pressures.
Michael’s research will help us better understand changes in the population dynamics and
life history diversity of sockeye in the Skeena over the last century. This is important as it
will give us a more realistic picture of how they may persist in the future and better quantify loss in abundance and diversity as well as recovery potential.
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ESTUARY PLANNING & PROTECTION

Lelu Island and the adjacent underwater region known as Flora
Bank lie at the mouth of the Skeena River, one of North America’s great salmon superhighways. Flora Bank contains the highest concentrations of juvenile salmon (25 times more) compared
with all other sampled habitat in the Skeena River estuary. It is
considered one of the most critical salmon habitats on the west
coast of Canada. Its fertile eelgrass flats provide food and cover
for up to a billion juvenile Pacific salmon and steelhead each year
as they adjust from freshwater (river) to the saltwater environment.
SkeenaWild and our partners played a key role in stopping the
siting of the PNW LNG development overtop of this critical habitat. After 5 years of participating in Environmental Assessments,
multiple court cases and independent scientific studies, the company pulled out.
In January of 2019, the Prince Rupert Port Authority announced
a development moratorium on Flora, Agnew, Horsey Banks, and
the adjacent foreshore of Lelu Island. In October of this year the
Port Authority formalized the development moratorium in their
land use plan. This is a major conservation outcome for Skeena
salmon.
We are now working with First Nations on marine planning and
permanent protection status for vulnerable salmon habitats.

© Tavish Campbell
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Permanent protection for this vulnerable salmon habitat
in the Skeena estuary is a critical next step. SkeenaWild
is partnering with indigenous groups to undertake marine panning and estuary protection.
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Treating this land as if it were our home
SkeenaWild is working to support better forestry and land use management. Our
region is under growing pressure from proposed industrial projects and forestry
operations looking west in the wake of the mountain pine beetle epidemic. We
are collaborating with indigenous, conservation, government, and academic partners to strengthen our ability to achieve positive outcomes. These initiatives and
opportunities cover large areas of both the Skeena and Nass watersheds. Our experienced foresters & land use planners position SkeenaWild well to do this work.

FORESTRY & LAND USE PLANNING
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LAND USE PLANNING
An example of successful indigenous-led land use plan is the Gitanyow Plan, incorporated into BC law in 2012, a process that spanned 15
years. The Gitanyow land use plan has been in operation for the better part of a decade, providing detailed protections for salmon and wildlife
habitats, water and cultural resources. The Gitanyow plan has helped inform and inspire neighbouring indigenous groups to develop similar
land use plans.
SkeenaWild is assisting with several indigenous-led land use planning and protection efforts:
We are helping Gitwangak implement their land use plan (LUP) in the mid Skeena area. The Gitawangak Lan Use Plan is undergoing a sensitivity analysis within the provincial government, the first step towards legalizing the plan. SkeenaWild is working to develop an information
system to house land use plan information, manage referrals and track development proposals and ensure their alignment with the Gitwangak’s LUP.
SkeenaWild is supporting the Upper Nass chiefs in drafting a land use plan for the Upper Nass watershed. This area is largely intact and contains dozens of pristine wild salmon and steelhead river systems.
The Babine watershed is under increasing pressures from forestry. SkeenaWild has completed mapping of critical habitats and development
in the Babine River watershed. This work is informing protection and planning efforts. We’re working with several Gitxsan chiefs and the
Babine River Foundation to increase protections and improve harvesting practices.
15

© Contributed

© SkeenaWild

PEAK FLOW
SENSITIVITY ANALYSIS
Peak flow sensitivity analysis is
used in forestry to assess what
percentage of a watershed can be
logged / developed before it risks
losing its ability to support water
quality and stream health. SkeenaWild is assisting in developing
and implementing this tool to
improve how we manage for watershed integrity within the forestry sector. The Peak Flow Sensitivity Analysis tool will ensure
a transparent, accountable and
scientifically based approach to
watershed management, which
has been lacking in forest management practices.

© TaniaMillen

© SkeenaWild

© TaniaMillen

KALUM LAND &
RESOURCE
MANAGEMENT PLAN
SkeenaWild participates in the
Kalum LRMP Plan Implementation
Committee. We have successfully
introduced salmon habitat impact
assessment work into the committee’s efforts to understand and improve forestry management. The
committee is providing input on
a provincial review of old growth
management areas with the goal
of protecting the most biologically
rich stands of old growth. In collaboration with the Skeena Knowledge
Trust, the committee produced an
interactive map to help inform planning and implementation work.
16

SALMON HABITAT ANALYSIS
SkeenaWild completed a salmon habitat impact assessment and watershed sensitivity analysis for the Kispiox timber supply area. These analyses provide a measure of the Timber Supply Area’s health with respect to
ecosystem function and salmon. This information will
help indigenous and local communities push for sustainable harvest levels in the upcoming Kispiox Timber
Supply Review. Learn more.

POLICY & LEGISLATION
We are encouraging the province to help implement
WSP strategies to improve habitat monitoring and protection, and integrate information into decision-making. We are working with the Ministry of Forests Lands
Natural Resource Operations to integrate salmon habitat impact assessments into information systems and
improve the fish protection measures in the Forest &
Range Practices Act.

© Greg Horne
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MINING REFORM

WATER QUALITY IMPACTS
SkeenaWild’s mining impact biologist compiled and updated
water quality and fish health
data for mine projects that operate in sensitive salmon systems in northwest British Columbia. This recently completed
research data and a report on
Babine mine impacts will be
made available to communities
throughout the region.

BC MINING REFORM
COALITION
SkeenaWild is working with a
coalition pushing for reforms
to BC’s outdated mining laws.
The UVic Environmental Law
Centre, West- Coast Environmental Law, Northern Confluence and Mining Watch Canada are leading these efforts.
© Garth Lenz
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POLICY &
LEGISLATION

RESPONSIBLE MINING
SkeenaWild is working to ensure the
renewable energy revolution does not
happen on the back of dirty mining in
British Columbia. We are assessing
new mines against our responsible
mining criteria. Our criteria is based
on industry best practices, existing
standards such as Initiative for Responsible Mining Assurance (IRMA)
and past research SkeenaWild has
undertaken on metal contamination
impacts on salmon. Learn more.

SkeenaWild participates in the
Implementation Committee for
the new BC Environmental Assessment Act, advocating for
transparency, better public participation and independent science in assessment work. The
new BC EA came into force last
December, however several supporting policy pieces are still under development. Many of the
projects currently under review
in the region, like Telkwa Coal
and Vopak, are under the old Act.

TRANSBOUNDARY
MINING

The new Federal Fisheries Act is
undergoing implementation. It
restores habitat protections that
were lost under the last federal
government, and includes requirements for rebuilding plans
for salmon in the red zone.

SkeenaWild is working with a coalition of scientists from BC, Alaska,
Washington, and Montana on transboundary mining issues to improve
science, monitoring and decision
making. Our partnerships with conservation and indigenous groups are
bringing awareness to poor mining
practices and helping leverage reforms.

SkeenaWild is working to implement the new act here in the region.
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ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENTS
We’re participating in the following Environmental Assessments

VOPAK PACIFIC CANADA

TELKWA COAL PROJECT
The Telkwa Coal project, also known
as the Tenas Coal Project, is a proposed
open pit coal mine just south of Telkwa
BC, that would extract approximately
750,000 tonnes of metallurgical coal per
year for an expected lifespan of 25 years.
The draft application for the Telkwa Coal
project was submitted in June 2020 and is
currently being assessed by the BC Environmental Assessment Office.
Although this assessment is still in the
early stages, this project has major implications for salmon habitat, groundwater
and the dwindling Telkwa Caribou herd.
© SkeenaWild

Vopak Pacific Canada has proposed a project to ship diesel oil, methnol, gasoline and liquid propane to
Prince Rupert by rail and export these products by tanker. This proposal is currently making its way through
the environmental assessment process conducted by the Prince Rupert Port Authority (PRPA) and the
B.C. Environmental Assessment Office (EAO). If approved, Vopak would increase shipments of dangerous goods through B.C.’s northern rail corridor (from the Alberta/ BC boarder to Prince Rupert) from the
current 60 rail cars per day to 300 rail cars per day, as well as the number of Panamax tankers into Prince
Rupert harbour from 30 per year to 150 per year.
Another Prince Rupert proposal from Pembina Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG) would add another 50 rail
cars per day of liquefied petroleum gas. Concurrently, another propane export project is proposed for Kitimat (Pacific Traverse Energy), and has already received an export license but has not been fully approved
yet. If the additional three export facilities are approved and built, the Northern BC rail corridor will be carrying up to 230 pressurized LPG/propane tank cars and 180 tank cars filled with petroleum liquids per day.
These trains will travel through the hearts of our communities and along the banks of our wild salmon
rivers, posing real risks to human safety and salmon health.
Learn more & engage in the public comment period, open until Dec 30, 2020
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RESPONSIBLE DEVELOPMENT INITIATIVE
The Skeena watershed has seen a number of concerning and inappropriately sited
industrial projects come and go over the past 2 decades. SkeenaWild participated in many environmental assessments and expressed concerns about several of
these projects. As a result, we were often asked by the community to describe
what development we support. In response to these requests we initiated a project describing our vision of what responsible development looks like for different
sectors of the Northwest BC economy. The initiative highlights the need to shift
from large-scale resource extraction projects at any cost, to an economy that supports jobs and economic development that maintains both our standard of living
and core values of our local communities - such as health, clean air, water, and
wild salmon. We are doing this by setting strong criteria for assessing projects and
promoting development, including mining, forestry, and energy projects, which
meet these criteria. Our responsible development initiative also highlights entrepreneurs, companies and local businesses who are taking innovative approaches to
ad value, diversify the local economy, better protect the environment and increase
benefits to local communities.
Read our reports and watch our videos here.
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EDUCATION PROGRAM
Since 2018, SkeenaWild’s Education Program has
provided interactive classroom workshops and
educational resources for K-12 students. Our
workshops are facilitated by an experienced environmental educator who shares her passion
for science and salmon with fun and educational
hands-on activities and demonstrations.
In keeping with SkeenaWild’s mandate to protect
and conserve wild salmon populations and ecosystems in the Skeena Watershed, the education
program teaches students about the importance
of our salmon and our watershed.
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IN THE CLASSROOM
The 2019 / 2020 School Year: Last school year was our best year yet. Despite the COVID-19 pandemic, subsequent
svhool closure of K-12 schools, and not being able to deliver the final 3.5 months of our program, we were able to
directly reach 2400 students, 150 teachers/ aides, and 50 parents.
2020 / 2021 School Year: This current year is looking quite different with no in-class workshops permitted at this
time. We are working on a Zoom-based workshop, with a box of supplies delivered directly to the school prior to
the workshop for teachers to borrow for hands-on activities with their students (“Watershed in a Box”). Outdoor
classroom workshops may also be permissible, and we are hoping to deliver these in the spring of 2021. Outdoor
field trips may also be allowed. The current situation is sparking creative ways to provide this education to students.

IN THE COMMUNITY
SkeenaWild Education Coordinator provides a diversity of watershed and salmon science activities for youth and
adults
After School Girl’s Club Program – GRIT: We participated in this Terrace Womens’ Resource Centre program to
conduct water quality testing and aquatic macroninvertebrate sampling at Howe Creek for girls aged 8-13 years.
Watershed Science Summer Camps: We developed and delivered 3 days of outdoor camps for ages 5-13 years.
Furlong Bay Watershed and Salmon Science Activities: We delivered hands-on activities at Lakelse Lake Provincial Park in partnership with Lakelse Watershed Stewardship Society and BC Parks.
Best of the Fest SkeenaWild Film Festival: We screened family-friendly videos selected from the 2019 SWFF at 9
Terrace and Kitimat schools.
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SKEENAWILD FILM FEST
The SkeenaWild Film Festival is a dynamic
community outreach event that celebrates
the Skeena and its amazing people. SWFF
is dedicated to showcasing stories and images of the Skeena and building our film
and photo community in the northwest.
Each year the festival tours communities
throughout the region. We just wrapped
up our 11th annual film and photo fest.
This year was our first ever online festival.
View films, photos and winners here.

SKEENA SALMON ART
FESTIVAL
SkeenaWild helped organize the third
annual Skeena salmon Art Festival. This
summer the festival generated four large
murals and two mini murals, banners,
fish on fences, sculptures and the heArts
show, where a diversity of artists throughout the north showcased thier salmon art
on heart cutouts to honour those on the
frontlines. Learn more.

COMMUNITY OUTREACH
WHEN THE SALMON SPOKE

GARBATHON

This project is the result of a partnership
with salmon beyond borders, Ping Chong
& Company, Talhtan and Tlingit. When
the Salmon Spoke premiered online on
May 31, 2020.

SkeenaWild partnered with the Terrace
Beautification Society and City of Terrace
for the annual community and riverside
clean up event. This year the celebration
was cancelled, but it was still a success
with volunteers collecting several tonnes
of garbage.

Stories were told about connections between the coast and interior, between the
Tlingit and Tahltan, enabling the reconnection of bloodlines along salmon rivers,
reforming these connections and working
together on common challenges such as
climate change, development, and declining salmon populations.
Collaborators continue to move this project forward in new innovative ways and in
different regions.
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RIVERS DAY
Covid restrictions meant a smaller event
this year. We launched an awareness social
media campaign across the watershed,
offering people simple ways to celebrate
Rivers Day on their own. Our instagram
campaign did very well & reached over
3000 people.
Check out our fun river-themed playlist
on spotify

SkeenaWild would like to thank our supporters. We wouldn’t be able to carry out this work without you.
Wild Salmon Centre
Real Estate Foundation of BC
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Babine River Foundation
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BC Hydro
Prince Rupert Port Authority
NW Research and Monitoring
Western Org of Resource Councils
Fiji Theatre Company
Nicholas Dean Lodge
Suskeena Lodge
Oscars Source for Adventure
Aquabatics
Nature’s Pantry
Wild Bike and Backcountry
Sherwood Mountain Brewhouse
Wendy Hadley
CFNR
Hy-Tech Drilling
Two Sisters Cafe
Makeway
Wilburforce
Patagonia
Boreal Songbird Initiative
Pacific Salmon Watershed Fund
Yvon Chouinard Fund

Firelight Group
Al Meghji
Bob Shaunessy
Scott Garvey
Lindsay Eberts
Larry Garlic
Pic Walker
ER Labbe
Paul and Donna Kranhold
Richard Cline
Gary Seput
Rick Bresnahan
Terry Dial
Nancy Korutz
Joseph Budge
Brian Crose
Provincial Employees Fund
Terry Leggat
John Lott
Jason Reid
Sonja Perih
Jim Pojar
Laurelle Birk
Bradley West
Stefen Elmitt
Graeme Ivamy
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Glen Rumpel
Robert Lee
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Chris Pizey
Matthew Deschamps
Theresa Walker
Rob Hart
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Harrison Craig
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Mark Ivie
William Sutherland
Jan Wolff
Glen Bartolotti
Jill Holland
Craig Orr
Joe Kotai
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Linda Dalphond
Erika Prett
and many other anonymous and
individual donors.
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Support the wild Skeena watershed, its communities
and its fish by donating today.

Please consider making a donation,
or contact us to learn more about
our work and how you can help.

DONATE

103-4622-Greig Ave Terrace, BC V8G 1M9
t: 250.638.0998 | e: info@skeenawild.org
w: skeenawild.org | facebook.com/SkeenaWild
@SkeenaWild
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A heartfelt thanks
from all of us at SkeenaWild
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